Aetnt. 51.]
Consecrated lies.
355
not fulfilled. His majestick expression would have carried down to the latest posterity the glorious achievements of his country with the same fervent glow which they produced on the mind at the time. He would have been under no temptation to deviate in any degree from truth, which he held very sacred, or to take a licence, which a learned divine told me he once seemed, in a conversation, jocularly to allow to historians.
' There are (said he) inexcusable lies, and consecrated lies. For instance, we are told that on the arrival of the news of the unfortunate battle of Fontenoy, every heart beat, and every eye was in tears. Now we know that no man eat his dinner the worse1, but there should have been all this concern; and to say there was, (smiling) may be reckoned a consecrated lie.'
This year Mr. Murphy, having thought himself ill-treated by the Reverend Dr. Francklin, who was one of the writers of The Critical Review, published an indignant vindication in A Poetical Epistle to Samuel Johnson, A.M. in which he compliments Johnson in a just and elegant manner :
' Transcendant Genius ! whose prolifiek vein Ne'er knew the frigid poet's toil and pain • To whom AI'OLLO opens all his store, And every Muse presents her sacred lore; Say, pow'rful JOHNSON, whence thy verse is fraught With so much grace, such energy of thought; Whether thy JUVENAL instructs the age In chaster numbers, and new-points his rage; Or fair IRENE sees, alas ! too late Her innocence exchang'd for guilty state; Whatc'er you write, in every golden line Sublimity and elegance combine; Thy nervous phrase impresses every soul, While harmony gives rapture to the whole.'
when she lay dead before me.1
III. p. 12.]
To rise early.
To study religion.
To go to church.
To drink less strong liquors.
To keen a journal.
is to be done to-morrow. Rise as early as I can. Send for books for Hist, of War. Put books in order. Scheme of life.'
1 See/0.r/, Oct. 19, 1769, and May . 1783, for lolmson's measure ofn. An English Whig who asserts the reality of the popish plot, an Irish Catholic who denies the massacre in 1641, and a Scotch Jacobite who maintains the innocence of Queen Mary, must be considered as men beyond the reach of argument or reason, and must be left to their prejudices.' History of England, ed. 1802, v. 504.
